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The mission of the Art Education Program at the University of Arkansas is to: 

prepare knowledgeable, progressive, and culturally responsive professionals who are dedicated to addressing the current 
and future needs of visual arts educators in school, community, and museum settings, as well as other cultural institutions.

• promote equitable educational practices and community-facing programs that focus on meeting the necessary 
demands of a diverse and inclusive profession. 

• prepare artists, educators, and scholars to question and transform the role of the visual arts and its education in 
schools, museums, and communities—regionally, nationally, and internationally.

The vision of the Art Education Program at the University of Arkansas is that a diversity conscious approach to the visual 
arts and its education contributes to a more culturally responsive society and world. Our work in carrying out this mission 
and vision is informed by these underlying core priorities to: 

• ensure equity, diversity, and inclusion
• question, generate, and share knowledge
• prioritize histories and practices of underrepresented peoples
• foster inquiry and criticality
• support innovation and life-long learning

The Art Education Program in the School of Art at the University of Arkansas offers B.F.A. and M.A. degrees in Art 
Education. Faculty members are leaders in the field of art education and in other related areas, including art teacher 
education, childhood art and culture, childhood and youth studies, community-based art education, curriculum studies, 
critical pedagogy, critical race studies, art museum education, postcolonial studies, intergenerational and inclusive art 
pedagogies, queer theory, visual culture studies, research methodologies, and histories and philosophies of art 
education.



Program Overview and Career Opportunities

The B.F.A. in Art Education program offers two different concentration options, K-12 Teaching or 
Community Practice. Both are in compliance with the Arkansas Department of Education and Higher 
Education and the National Art Education Association.

The K-12 Teaching Concentration prepares graduates for Arkansas K-12 art teacher 
licensure and employment in elementary, middle, junior, and high schools in the state of 
Arkansas, as well as other states with comparable certification requirements. It prepares 
future K-12 art teachers to understand and apply current art education theory to practice, 
including contemporary concepts and applications for teaching art in a diverse, inclusive, and 
globally responsive world.

The Community Practice Concentration prepares graduates for a variety of art teaching and 
service occupations in social and cultural settings outside of the public-school system such 
as art-related museums, community art centers, hospitals, prisons, recreation centers, 
government agencies, mental health centers, and other government and privately funded 
programs for children, youth, adults, and older adults. Graduates may also enter careers 
besides teaching. There are professional positions available with art journals, government 
agencies, art material suppliers, art galleries, and art centers. Additional opportunities exist    
in art foundations, museum services, firms that develop art teaching materials, and cultural 
services.



certification requirements + processes



APPLYING TO THE B.F.A. IN ART EDUCATION 

When: Third Semester (Fall)

How: Complete the following application requirements:

Complete the “B.F.A. in Art Education Application”. For additional information, please review the SoArt’s webpage: “Applying to the 
B.F.A.”.

Write a 1-2-page letter of intent, clearly outlining (1) why you have decided to apply to the B.F.A. in Art Education degree program; 
and, (2) what you hope to achieve as a result of completing the degree program with a Concentration in K-12 Teaching or Community 
Practice. 

When information is posted about the B.F.A. in Art Education Interview, sign-up for a time to interview with Art Education faculty.
*Students must be accepted into the B.F.A. in Art Education program prior to their final year of coursework.

https://fulbright.uark.edu/departments/art/_resources/pdf/bfa.pdf
https://fulbright.uark.edu/departments/art/current-students/bfa.php


Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

ACT SAT GRE Praxis Core

Reading: 20 Reading: 544 Reading: 151 5713/Reading: 156

Writing: 7* Writing: 5 Writing: 4 5723/Writing: 162

Math: 20 Math: 533 Math: 153 5733/Math: 150

PRAXIS 1 EXAM or COMPARABLE ACT or SAT SCORES

*Only for students pursuing the K-12 Teaching option

When: Third Semester (Fall)
How: Please review the Arkansas State Testing Requirements and sign up to take the PRAXIS 1 Exam. Passing Praxis I/CORE or ACT/SAT 

scores are below (time limitation). Sign up for tests is at ETS.org. 

Below are minimum score requirements that can be allowed for admission to a teacher preparation program. Students may use any combination 
of reading, writing, and math scores in the process of applying for admission into UA Teacher Education Preparation Programs. If you took the 
ACT but did not take the writing portion of the exam, you must take the writing portion of Praxis 1 or the ACT/SAT writing. Most students take 
the writing portion of  Praxis I.

If it is determined that you must take a section of the Praxis Core, Praxis has teamed with Khan Academy to provide free prep materials (OTE 
note: These materials through Kahn are awesome! Try them before anything else.) You can access them on the Praxis Core website. Also- the 
Office of Teacher Education provides access to Praxis Core study guides and practice tests for all three areas of the Praxis Core (Reading, Writing, 
and Mathematics) through Edmentum. This service is FREE of charge to you! For more information and instructions on how to access this 
resource, email teach-ed@uark.edu

*Lynn Gardner’s “Math Made Easy” is an excellent resource for reviewing math.

*Students who took the writing test between September 2015 and June 2016 received a subject-level Writing score reported on a 1-36 scale. The equivalent to the required score of 7 is a 19. Linking the Current and Former ACT Writing Tests (PDF, 4 
pages). The Office of Teacher Education now provides access to Praxis Core and Praxis II study guides and practice tests through Edmentum. For more information and instructions on how to access this resource, email teach-ed@uark.edu

https://www.ets.org/praxis/ar/requirements/
https://www.ets.org/praxis/prepare/khan
mailto:teach-ed@uark.edu
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACTWritingConcordance.pdf
mailto:teach-ed@uark.edu


APPLYING TO TEACHER EDUCATION

*Only for students pursuing the K-12 Teaching option

When: Fourth Semester (Spring)

How: 1.  Completed application and successful fee submission.

2. Passing scores on any combination of reading, writing, and math scores from ACT, SAT, GRE, and/or Praxis Core

Approved status on an Arkansas Department of Education background check

Met with a member of the Art Education faculty to ensure that you have completed all specific pre-education course requirements.
For example:

- Pre-education core for all programs (must be completed with a “C” or better): ARED 1003 Introduction to Art 
Education; CIED 3023 Survey of Exceptionalities or CIED 4023 Teaching in Inclusive Secondary Settings or ARED 3013 Inclusive 
Art Pedagogy; and CIED 3033 Classroom Learning Theory.

- Meet cumulative 3.0 GPA in art coursework requirement, and a 2.5 overall GPA.

- For additional information, please visit the Office of Teacher Education. Here, you will find additional details regarding how to 
Apply to Teacher Education.

https://teacher-education.uark.edu/admissions/index.php
https://teacher-education.uark.edu/
https://teacher-education.uark.edu/admissions/index.php


ART (K-12) LICENSURE TEST 

When: Sixth semester (Spring) or Seventh Semester (Fall) 
*offered every month.

How: The State Board of Education adopted the Praxis Art: Content Knowledge (0134/5134)
https://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/5134.pdf, with a cut score of 158. This test should be taken prior 
to or during your student teaching semester. Scores must be available to the teacher licensing 
officer in room 338 GRAD ED. Double check the ETS web site under "Arkansas" for the 
required tests for this state. Also, sign up for ONE PLT (Principles of Learning and Teaching) test 
for the level that you have the most experience with. 

NOTE: You may be eligible for a fee waiver for one of the tests if you meet the Praxis criteria. Check the 
Praxis website. Also, “The Annotated Mona Lisa” book can help you review art history for the test. It can 
be accessed online. Quizlet.com is also a possible site for art test preparation.

https://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/5134.pdf


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS

When: Sixth Semester (Spring) or Seventh Semester (Fall)

How: Documentation of the completion of professional development requirements which may be 
obtained through the Arkansas IDEAS  Portal (See Appendix). Go to http://ideas.aetn.org/audience/non-
licensed-educators to login and create an account. Review the QUICK START GUIDE TO GET STARTED:
http://ideasslms.aetn.org/guides/ 

Professional Development Requirements for Licensure using the  IDEAS Portal. Documentation of the completion of 
the following professional development, which may be obtained through the Arkansas IDEAS Portal are:

- Two (2) hours of parental involvement; (choose two courses as there are several listed for various grade levels and 
groups)

- Two (2) hours of child maltreatment training; and 
- Two (2) hours of teen suicide awareness and prevention 
- One (1) hour of dyslexia awareness

The Arkansas IDEAS portal is designed for educators who are in the process of obtaining an Arkansas teaching 
license. If you have any questions, please call the IDEAS portal helpdesk at 1-800-488-6689 Email: pre-
licensed@aetn.org

NOTE: You are responsible for providing documentation of completion (click on “pdf landscape” in the IDEAS 
record of learning tab) to the licensure office. ADE will not issue the license until completion is verified through the 
licensure office. 

http://ideas.aetn.org/audience/non-
mailto:pre-licensed@aetn.org


APPLYING TO STUDENT TEACHING INTERNSHIP (ARED 476V)

*Only for students pursuing the K-12 Teaching option

When: Eighth Semester (Spring) or Semester Prior to Student Teaching.

How: 1.  Complete the “Student Teaching Application Form” (Appendix I).
2.  Submit completed “Student Teaching Application Form” to Dr. Injeong Yoon.
3.  Review the Art Education student teaching manual in preparation for student teaching (Appendix II).



APPENDIX I

Student Teaching in Art Education
Application Form

Any BFA in Art Education students, who plan to student teach, needs to fill out and submit this form to the field experience supervisor, 
Dr. Injeong Yoon (ijyoon@uark.edu) in timely manner. 

The purposes of this form is to (1) keep track of the number of teacher candidates, (2) plan the placements, (3) inform the 
requirements for student teaching internship, such as the OTE admission, background check, professional development, etc. You can 
submit this form any time before the respective due dates. Please make sure that you meet with your academic advisor (Lee Byers,
albyers@uark.edu) beforehand to plan your student teaching. 

You need to complete all the required courses for your degree except for ARED 4773 Professional Development in Art Education 
before your student teaching internship. (You will take ARED 476V and ARED 4773 at the same time.) You can submit this form 
through email (ijyoon@uark.edu). The form is due: 

October 1: If you are planning to student teach in the following SPRING semester
March 1: If you are planning to student teach in the following FALL semester 

Before you submit this form, 

1. Apply to the Office of Teacher Education. 
Visit their website for more information, https://teacher-education.uark.edu/admissions/index.php
(There is a $100 application fee and a background check fee.) 

2.    If you have already applied to OTE, please forward Dr. Yoon the copy of your clearance letter from OTE (email notification).
The application process can take several weeks to several months so please apply as soon as possible. 

mailto:ijyoon@uark.edu
mailto:albyers@uark.edu
mailto:ijyoon@uark.edu
https://teacher-education.uark.edu/admissions/index.php


Art Education Faculty

Dr. Angela LaPorte, Professor and Program Director, Art Education, alaporte@uark.edu

Dr. Christopher M. Schulte, Associate Professor and Undergraduate Coordinator, Art Education, cschulte@uark.edu

Dr. Injeong Yoon, Assistant Professor and Associate Undergraduate Coordinator, Art Education, ijyoon@uark.edu

Dr. Alphonso Walter Grant, Assistant Professor of Art Education, awgrant@uark.edu

mailto:alaporte@uark.edu
mailto:cschulte@uark.edu
mailto:ijyoon@uark.edu
mailto:awgrant@uark.edu

