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2018 Arkansas INBRE Conference

The 2018 Arkansas INBRE Research Conference was hosted Noverhéy 2he Department
of Chemistry and Biehemistry, Physics, and Biological Sciences, with venues at the Faygtteville
Town Center, the Chancellor Hotel and the University of Arkansas campus. The conference fi
175 undergraduate research abstracts from 25 institutions. Professor Christopher Mason fron] Weill
Medical College of Cornell University delivered the keynote address on "Plarstaly and spaeg
based genomics for improving astronaut health."

Invited faculty speakers included Dr. Laura McDonald from the Department of Biology at Hendrix
College, Dr. Irosha Nawarathne from the Department of Chemistry at Lyon College, and Dr. [yong
Wang from the Department of Physics at the University of Arkansas. Invited undergraduate student
speakers competed for awards in both oral and poster competitions. The full conference program is
available ahttps://inbre.uark.edu/All photos are courtesy of Denise Greathouse.

Congratulations to the undergraduate student award winners who are listed below:

Biological Sciences

ORAL: 1st place- Jonathan Jenkins, Hendrix College
2nd place Hannah Zang, Lyon College
Honorable Mention Grace Young, UA Little Rock

POSTER: 1st place Christy Eslinger, Oklahoma State University
2nd place Sarah Vernier, UA Fayetteville
Honorable Mention Brandy Fultz (Northeastern State Univ.), Saxyam Gautamy(UA
Fayetteville), Sarah Gilmour (Hendrix), Julio Mekiaeda (Univ. of Ozarks), Tylgr
Maxwell (UALR), Chloe Fitzgerald (ATU), Sykes Martin (OBU)

Chemistry and Biochemistry
ORAL: 1st place- Jordan Trant, Lyon College
2nd place- Madison Perchik, Rhodes College
Honorable Mention Anna Pinson, (Harding), Emily N.H. Tran (UCA)
POSTER: 1st place- Sarah Helland, Rhodes College
2nd place Josiah Johnson, Univ. of Central Arkansas
Honorable Mention- Clement Agyemang (UAPB), Catherine Shirley (OBU),
Rebecca Evans (Rhodes), Rebeca Roldan (Rhodes)

Physics
ORAL: 1st place- Jack Freeland, UA Fayetteville
2nd place- Christopher Michael Klenke, Missouri State University
Honorable Mention Lucas Blake (SAU)
POSTER: 1st place- Zachary Wall, Rhodes College
2nd place- Hanna Detar, Hendrix College
Honorable Mention- Nancy Velazquez (Hendrix), Jake Farmer (UCA)

Please see pages 4 and 5 for pictures of this event
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From the Chair ~ Wesley Stites

Near the end of October, we did our annual departmemt de O Thr ee Mi nuf
tion. This contest started in Australia and is now done all over the wofldhe grad students get one ne
animated slide and three minutes to explain to an educated, butspecialist, lay audience what their t
sis research topic is and why it is importanCommunication of what we do outside the academic
chemistry community is very important and helping grad students with their speaking skills is vital
future careers, so | was very excited to introduce this to the departmefis. you might guess, the stude
are collectively a bit less excited.aking time to craft a presentation3tanding up in front of my peers a
the faculty and explaining why my work is importaiaybe not at the top of their tedo list. ,

But, thanks to our friends and supporters, there were a significant number of competiarsh divisiorn:

had a competition and the second place and first place winners got, respectively, $50 and $100 and the chance to cohggete in t
department contest for an overall $100 second prize and $200 first prizgou have given to the department and wonder what

your money does, this is a great example of something we would not be able to do without your sufpamk you!
Congratulations tdustin Baucom , Shilpi Agrawal , Kayla DeNike and(Peter) Justin Reed for placing second in thejr
divisions.
Ryan Manso, Jessica Pickens Jacklyn Kubik, andRandy Tran took first place in their division.
Jazlynn Sikes was first in the analytical division aMhhsa Lotfi placed second in that divisiorBut analytical swept thg

overall awards and Mahsa, yet again, took the top spot overdlbwever, the competition was closer than you might

think. There were a lot of great presentations and the bar is getting raised every yigee.students are taking this very saus-
ly, and that is good news indeedllam really proud of them.
All our students are encouraged to participate in the Univergity de cont est and hopefull

y W

again this yearCongratulations to all the students who participated and, again, thanks to those who donated to the depdrtment

and made the competition more than just bragging rights.

Back row (ir): Kayla DeNike, Justin Reed (paper ver-
sion), Jazlynn Sikes, Mahsa tddrchoubeh, Dustin Bau-
com, and Ryan Manso.

Front row (l-r): Jessica Pickens, Alexa May, Randy Tran,
and Shilpi Agrawal.

On another note, we

recently used some of the gift money that our alumni and friends have entrusted us with t

chase some vinyl decals to decorate the student waiting area on the first floor outside the b & . 9
ture hall. We are still working to get through various hurdles with Facilities to get a periodic 1 "i‘c:- | \
installed in the waterjetut tile on the floor in this spaceThanks so much for helping us make 1 rﬁ%
space more welcoming and, hopefully, add a bit of interest and scientific whimsy as well. F——
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INBRE Conference Photographs

Professor Jingyi Chen working the Chemistry recruiting
table.

Drs. Feng Wang and Roger Koeppe enjoying some
down time. Dr. Wang will be replacing Dr. Koeppe
as program coordinator for 2019.

Above: Dr . Zhuoxin Sun dir
Wor kshop for Statistical T

Below: The audience for the Chemistry student oral com-
petition.

Above: Dr. Jeremy Durchman,
Asst. Prof. at UA Fort Smith, Dr.
Andy Williams, Assoc. Prof. at UA
Monticello, and Leslie Johnson,
event coordinator.




