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This year's GSE conference, "Opening Doors: Creating Opportunities for Difficult Conversations," featured presentations by
graduate students--like Noel Wheeler (M.A. '19), pictured at top--and undergraduate students from eight schools across Arkansas,
Kansas, and Louisiana. Sharon Fox, Dana Blair, and Chris Borntrager, pictured above, were three of the GSE officers who helped
to ensure the event's success. Fox, Blair, and Borntrager are also all M.A. alumni, now currently enrolled in the Ph.D. program.



You earned your B.A. at UC Santa Cruz before pursuing your M.A.
at the U of A.  What was the biggest adjustment you had to make,
traveling from California to Arkansas?  What's been the best thing
about moving to the Natural State?
 
The biggest adjustment I had to make traveling from California to
Northwest Arkansas was learning how to live far away from my
family and friends. I grew up in California, so moving to a foreign
state was terrifying.  It was a culture shock. 
 
 Although Northwest Arkansas is a growing city, it lacks diversity.
My perception on inclusivity and diversity has been altered since
living in Northwest Arkansas. I have learned a new perspective on
what it is like to be one of only a few Latinx graduate students in an
English Department and what it is like to be the only Latinx person
in my group of friends. It wasn’t easy. I had to learn how to
communicate and act within a completely new academic and social
setting. 
 
The best thing about moving to the Natural State, however, is
gaining a new approach on nature, time, and diversity. Northwest
Arkansas is beautiful. I love its green fields in the spring and its red
trees in the fall. I do not feel rushed every second of the day as I did
in California and it is exciting to work closely with the Latinx
community as Editor of the leading Spanish newspaper, La Prensa
Libre, in Northwest Arkansas.
 

INTERVIEW WITH KIMBERLY MARQUEZ (M.A. '18) 
FROM GRADUATE STUDENT TO EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF LA PRENSA LIBRE

You wrapped up your English M.A. in May of 2018.  What was one of the most valuable experiences you had in graduate
school and why was it so important to you?
 

The most valuable experience I had in graduate school was working with Dr. Domínguez Barajas. He was an excellent

mentor. Working with him was motivating. I had the opportunity to not only challenge myself on what I could accomplish

as a scholar but also learn new ways of thinking about language and culture, allowing me to take on distinctive projects.

 

You are now working as the Editor-in-Chief of La Prensa Libre  and as a writer for the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette. Could you talk a little about your process of finding and applying for these positions--in particular, how you
successfully marketed your skills as a writer, researcher, editor, etc.?
 
I consider myself quite lucky to have found these positions. I began applying for jobs while I was finishing up my graduate

studies, so by the time I graduated I had a few offers. Finding and applying for a position is not an easy process. It is time-

consuming and stressful and frustrating. However, when you find a position you know is perfect for you, the time and

energy spent on an application are worth it. Your passion will show during the interview.

 

What has been the biggest challenge you've faced while working in the fields of editing and journalism, and what has
been the most rewarding experience (so far)?
 

The most rewarding experience while working in the fields of editing and journalism has been learning about the realities

of underrepresented communities such as the Latinx and Marshallese communities, as well as working with people who

are passionate on keeping community members informed about local organizations and local health resources, and

showcasing local community events.
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To wrap up your English M.A. back in 2015, you wrote and defended a
thesis on aspects of the Southern Gothic in Truman Capote's In Cold
Blood. To what extent has writing your thesis benefited you in your
professional career?  If the portfolio option had been available to you in
2015 (as it has been to our incoming M.A. students since 2016), do you
think you would have chosen the portfolio over the thesis to conclude
your degree program?  Why or why not?
 
Writing a thesis has benefitted me in several ways.
 
On a more general level, having a master’s degree in English (and having
written a thesis and taught composition as part of that experience) gives
me credibility with clients. It reassures them that I’m not just some
random, self-appointed expert. A lot of my freelance editing work has
been in nonfiction, and I always point out to those potential clients that I
wrote a thesis on a nonfiction book (though, of course, one can debate
exactly how nonfiction In Cold Blood is). That’s always a point in my
favor because they know I know scholarly conventions. The fact my
thesis was on a fairly colorful topic seems to help, too, weirdly enough. At
the very least, it’s something they always remember about me!

INTERVIEW WITH SHIRLEY RASH (M.A. '15) 
PURSUING TWO CAREERS AT ONCE: FREELANCE EDITOR AND BERRYVILLE LIBRARIAN

I’ve also always maintained that being an editor has made me a better writer and being a writer has made me a better
editor, so I think the process of working on an extensive research project (one that took me sixteen months from start to
finish) is one that helps me be more sympathetic to my clients and provides me with insight into some of the common
problems one stumbles across in writing. I have never written a book. However, I know what it’s like to not know when to
finish researching or when you think your idea makes sense but then you realize nobody actually understands the point
you’re trying to make because you need to explain it better.
 
As for the portfolio, that’s something I did complete as an undergrad. I double-majored in English and history, and a
portfolio (paired with a seminar paper) was mandatory for my history degree. Because of that experience, I know that
portfolios are beneficial—especially the self-reflective aspect of it—but I still would go with a thesis for myself for my
graduate degree. That’s partially due to the professional benefits I’ve described above and partially because it’s my
personal preference. I love a challenge, and I also love doing research—I even love doing citations—and the topic of my
thesis is something I still find fascinating.
 
For the two years of your M.A. program, you received one of the Diane Blair Fellowships for the Study of Southern
Literature.  What drew you to that area of scholarship?  Have you read any Southern authors recently whom you'd
recommend?
 
Some of my interest in Southern literature is due to my personal background. I’m originally from Western North Carolina
and was raised in Northwest Arkansas. I always joke with people that my life is a Flannery O’Connor short story. That’s
probably a slight exaggeration, but Southern gothic fiction never seemed all that outlandish to me. I always felt like the
colorful characters were eerily reminiscent of people I knew and still vividly remember being startled in a class when
someone said they thought the characters in a Southern gothic short story were unbelievable and over-the-top. It was like
my entire childhood and life experiences were being called into question!
 
From a scholarship standpoint, though, my background as an undergraduate history major really pushed me toward
Southern literature. The irony is I didn’t even want to study American history—I always preferred European history,
especially the Russian Revolution—and that interest in European history often seemed disconnected from my interest in
American literature. I loved the Southern lit I read as an undergraduate English major just because it’s great literature, but
going in-depth with the history of the South in my history classes and seeing how that intersected with the literature and 
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contemporary events intrigued me. William Faulkner famously said, “The past is never dead. It's not even past.” That’s
true of any historical time period, I think, but it’s especially true of the South and its history.
 
As for Southern authors I’ve recently read, I have a pretty broad view of what constitutes the South (so people could
definitely question whether these are “Southern”), but here are a few I consider Southern whom I’ve enjoyed recently.
 
For fiction, I’ve really gotten into Paulette Giles’ work. Some random person whose name is lost to me recommended her to
me at a local book festival a few years ago, and I’m glad I followed up on the suggestion. Giles is a Missouri Ozarks native
and a former poet who now writes historical fiction. She has some excellent books set before, during, and after the Civil
War in the Ozarks and Texas, where she lives now. She has an eloquent, lovely prose style (which makes sense with her
poetry background), but she also writes great characters.
 
I read more nonfiction than fiction now, to be honest, so my other two picks are nonfiction writers. Brooks Blevins is from
Arkansas, and I love his books about the Ozarks. His focus on the Upland South and regional identity pairs with my own
interests (due to my Appalachian and Ozark background). I’ve actually met him briefly—we chatted about In Cold Blood, of
course—and he’s interesting to talk to in person, as well.
 
Jeff Guinn is one of my absolute favorite authors. He’s a former investigative reporter from Texas who now writes a lot of
different things, but I love his books about true crime. He’s an excellent and insightful writer and researcher, and he often
explores how infamous historical figures (which range from Bonnie and Clyde to Charles Manson to Jim Jones) reflect
their time and place. I proselytize for Jeff Guinn’s work and try to badger everyone I talk to into reading his books.
 
You currently work in two professions, as a Freelance Editor and as a Library Services Associate with the Berryville
Public Library.  Could you talk a little about the range of work you do with the library and what you enjoy most about
that job?  
 
I dabble in a little bit of everything for the library, which is something I enjoy. It’s always been hard for me to focus on just
one thing, so I love the variety.
 
Right now, I do a lot of freelance writing for the Berryville Library. I’ve maintained their blog since January 2016; I write
reviews of books, movies, and TV shows, as well as more general interest articles about issues relevant to the library.
 
One of my other projects right now is researching and writing recommendation booklets/pamphlets about different
genres of movies and books for our patrons. Readers’ advisory services has always been one of my favorite tasks at the
library because it is challenging but also very satisfying when you find an author or a book the person who’s asking for
help likes.
 
Last year, we were one of only fifty libraries in the country to receive a grant to participate in the PBS’ Great American
Read series (we were featured on the map in the finale!), so we did months of programming related to that. I edited the
grant application, wrote a series of blog posts related to the programming we offered, and helped with many of the events.
 
I’m also recently responsible for the library’s Arkansas nonfiction section and have been tasked with developing our
genealogical resources. (Genealogy is one of my hobbies.) I’ve also helped with programming that ranges from tween book
club to outreach for nursing home residents.
 
That’s the other aspect of my library work that I really enjoy—the community aspect. Rural community development is
something I am passionate about because I know firsthand about the unique challenges of rural areas. It’s something I’ve
lived most of my life, and I love the value that public libraries provide to their communities.
 
When most people think of libraries, they envision the books or movies or internet service there (and that’s fair enough—
I’ve used those things, too, and a lot of people do). For me, though, it’s the fact that we’re often the first stop for many
people in our community when they have a question or a need, regardless of whether that’s a traditional reference
question or they’re in serious need of help finding community resources because their quality-of-life depends on it, and
they come to the library because they trust the staff and feel comfortable asking us for help.
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Though you've been doing freelance editing for over seven years now, it was only last December that you started up
your own company, Shirley Rash Editing.  What has that experience been like so far?
 

It’s been an exciting adventure! Going from seeing it as a side gig to being a business owner has been one of the biggest

changes for me. That’s not to say I was cavalier about it in the past—it was always important to me to do a good job and be

professional, so I always met my deadlines, managed clients professionally, and kept good financial records for my taxes. (I

never wanted to be the Al Capone of the editing world, busted for tax evasion.)

 

I still never thought of myself as a businessowner before last year, though, and it’s just a different mindset entirely. One of

the biggest changes is my previous editing work always just came to me. I’d do several projects a year, but I rarely actively

looked for editing work. It was all through word-of-mouth. Either previous clients recommended me or people who knew I

was good at grammar or had a background in editing would think of me when they needed something done or heard of

someone else who needed an editor.

 

Now, as a businessowner, I’m actively soliciting new clients, and part of that is thinking of my business as a brand and

marketing myself. I’ve done some marketing work in the past, but marketing someone else’s product and marketing myself

are two very different experiences, even though a lot of the underlying principles are the same. It’s been a good learning

experience, though.

 

What has been one of your most rewarding editing projects to date?  To what extent are you finding opportunities to do
your own writing (essays, articles, etc.), as well, these days?
 

There are two editing experiences that have been very rewarding, though I have honestly enjoyed most of the projects I’ve

worked on. The difference is that these two have ended up being long-term projects, and they’re not so much an editor/

client relationship as they are a partnership.

 

One is with a local author whom I’ve worked with for a few years now. She’s writing a historical novel about her family’s

experiences in the 1800s. Usually, with editing projects, especially if you’re copyediting or proofreading, you see the

manuscript one time, after it is already written and shaped, and you provide fairly surface-level feedback. I like doing that,

but with this one, I’ve provided feedback on everything from historical accuracy to the plot to the characters, as well as

grammar and punctuation, and that’s been very rewarding. I’ve had the opportunity to watch the manuscript evolve from

its early stages to the submission stage.

 

The other is for a former boss/professor of mine. I recently wrapped up work on her grammar workbook. She was actually

my grammar professor when I was an undergrad. Not going to lie—being trusted to work on her manuscript was

extremely flattering. It’s another project where I’ve had the chance to see the manuscript through several iterations and go

beyond copyediting or proofreading to offer bigger-picture suggestions.

 

The other thing that stands out to me about both of these projects is that there’s a give-and-take that I really like. Some

writers see their editor as an authority figure to be obeyed without question and others can see their editor as an

adversary to be challenged every step of the way. Both of those can be a problematic work relationship. With both of these

authors, though, they see me as an ally. They respect my suggestions and advice but don’t always implement those

suggestions, even though they usually do, but I respect their judgment and reasoning when they decide to go another

direction.

 

As for my own writing, most of it is for the library blog. I have been writing either every week or every other week for the

blog for nearly 3.5 years now. I like that it gives me a chance to be creative on a regular basis, and I have a lot of fun with it.

Sometimes, maybe too much fun. . . .

 

I have, however, had the chance to write a couple of op-eds recently, and that grew directly out of my library blog. Last

year, Forbes published a very badly reasoned editorial about why libraries needed to be replaced by Amazon bookstores. It

sparked a lot of outrage, so much so that Forbes took it down. While it was still alive, it happened to pop up as a 

5



recommended article on my phone. It wasn’t even my scheduled week to write and I was in the middle of battling some
massive technical difficulties of my own, but I was motivated to write a rebuttal.
 
I saw it as an opportunity to educate the author (and whoever read it) on the value of libraries. That has been on my mind
lately because we’re preparing for a capital campaign to raise money for a new library. We have a 3,000 square foot
facility with over 25,000 books, and we get about 75,000 people walking through our doors annually according to our door
counter—a lot of them repeat visitors, for sure, but we’ve definitely outgrown that area long ago. Part of preparing for this
capital campaign has been thinking about and articulating the value of libraries and our library, in particular, to the
community.
 
So, for this reason, I was ready with all sorts of evidence and examples and arguments. I probably wrote it faster than
anything else I’ve ever written in my life. I didn’t necessarily expect it to go viral—I just wanted to get on the internet and
complain, as one does—but it ended up being the most-read and most-interacted-with article in the history of the blog.
 
Someone with a journalism background suggested I revise it with a newspaper audience in mind and submit it to the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, which I did. It ended up appearing as an op-ed a couple of weeks later in both that paper and
the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. As a result, I had my proverbial fifteen minutes of fame, complete with a couple
of instances of fan mail. The op-ed even got passed around the state library list-serv. Since then, I’ve also written a letter to
the editor along similar lines for our local newspaper to promote our efforts.
 

You seem pretty closely tied to Berryville.  If I made the trip over there from Fayetteville, what should I definitely make

sure to do and/or see?
 
Yes, I’ve lived in the Berryville area since I was a child. I honestly still love to just drive around and explore, but we have a
really nice Heritage Center Museum on the square. If you like caves, we have Cosmic Caverns outside of town. We also
have had some nice locally owned restaurants pop up in town recently. I highly recommend Hometown Scoop on the
square. They have great paninis and ice cream, and the whole staff is really friendly. Oh and stop by the library and say hi!

THE RETURN OF EDDIE ARDENEAUX (PH.D. '16)
ALUM RETURNS TO CAMPUS TO TALK ABOUT THE TENURE-TRACK JOB SEARCH PROCESS

After graduating from the doctoral program in 2016, Eddie Ardeneaux
worked for a year as a Post-Doc Teaching Fellow with the English
Department's Program in Rhetoric and Composition. Then, in the fall of
2017, he began teaching as an English Instructor at the University of
the Ozarks in Clarksville, Arkansas, and, within another year, was
promoted to Assistant Professor. This past May, he returned to the U of
A to offer valuable advice to our graduate students on pursuing a
tenure-track job and then navigating the early stages of an academic
career. The GSE-sponsored event was organized by William Lemley
(pictured with Eddie, right ). William is a current doctoral student in the
Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies Program.
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After graduating May of 2018, you considered several teaching options before starting your most recent position as an
adjunct instructor with the Program in Rhetoric and Composition on the U of A campus. Could you talk a little about
your transition from being a graduate student to navigating the job market? How easy was it to figure out what you
were looking for and then stepping into that role?
 
Navigating the job market was a bit tougher than I expected, even knowing how competitive it can be to secure a
secondary-level English position. Having two graduate degrees [an M.F.A. as well as an M.A.] may have helped me get some
interviews, but it could be just as true that some schools balked at the idea of hiring someone who would potentially be
more expensive (based on pay scale, which increases based on degree and experience) or who might seem simultaneously
over- and underqualified (many applicants already have the necessary certification, which I would have had to make up
through a two-year program simultaneous to my teaching). I was fortunate to receive an offer to serve as an adjunct
instructor here at the University--the new courses and additional sections have strengthened my teaching experience as
well as my CV, and attending faculty meetings have given me a better idea of how departments work at the administrative
level.
 
In addition to having an M.A. from the University of Arkansas, you also have an M.F.A. from Vermont College of Fine
Arts.  How did your creative writing background influence your approach to the M.A. program? 

INTERVIEW WITH JOHN STOUT (M.A. '18)
ALUM TAKES THE 2018-19 YEAR TO TEACH AS AN ADJUNCT

INSTRUCTOR WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

My creative writing background made
for a bit of an uncomfortable
transition to the M.A. program at first.
At first, I was very resistant to the idea
of literary theory. My approach to
studying the craft of fiction more
closely aligns with New Criticism, and
I didn't want to lose my ability to think
about how stories and novels are
constructed. I was also nervous about
reading too much into the work itself
(Did the author really mean that? How
can I be sure?), or simply repeating
what had already been established by
others. Fortunately, I remembered
reading some of Vladimir
Nabokov's Lectures on Literature a few
years ago. His hyper-focus on the
author's literal text (going so far as to
draw maps of Jane Austen's Mansfield
Park and James Joyce's Dublin)
seemed both a safeguard against
freewheeling interpretation and also a
path forward for my thesis--thinking
about the role of constructed spaces in
fiction.  Since it's been rumored
(without concrete proof) that Thomas
Pynchon attended some of these
lectures, it seemed like a natural
theoretical approach to apply to his
works.

"I think I'll always be involved in education at some level,
whether at a high school or at a college/university."

 - John Stout 
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What has been your biggest challenge as an adjunct instructor this past year, teaching a 4-4 load of composition/
technical writing courses? What has been the most rewarding part of that experience?
 

The biggest challenge has been teaching more than one course, something that I experienced for the first time this past

Spring, when I taught three sections of Comp 1 and one section of Technical and Report Writing. I'd become used to

teaching multiple sections of one course, which meant creating just one set of lesson plans for the entire semester. I knew

that I'd have double the lesson planning this past semester, but I didn't expect how odd it would feel to transition between

two very different courses each day. Eventually, the rhythm of the semester became more natural, and I'm glad for the

experience, which more closely resembles the reality of most instructors' schedules.

 

Where do you see yourself, professionally speaking, in five years?
 

I think I'll always be involved in education at some level, whether at a high school or at a college/university. I enjoy

teaching composition and technical writing courses, but I'd love the opportunity to teach literature and creative writing as

well.

 

Your M.A. thesis was titled "Pynchon and Place: A Geocritical Reading of Thomas Pynchon." In 25 words or less, what's
your favorite Pynchon novel, and why? �

 

Inherent Vice is definitely my sentimental favorite--the book that got me started on the path to my M.A. and my eventual

thesis.
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Your dissertation, defended in Spring 2017, was titled "The Black
Maternal and Cultural Healing in Twentieth Century Black Women's
Fiction." Can you talk a little about the current status of your
dissertation project and/or your future plans for that research?
 
Black women’s fiction remains central to my research. I am particularly
interested in retracing the origins of Black Feminist Literary Studies to
Harlem Renaissance writers—namely, Zora Neale Hurston. This past
spring, I was awarded a summer research grant from my (English)
department. So, this summer, I will travel to the University of Florida in
Gainesville and the Zora Neale Hurston National Museum of Fine Arts
("The Hurston") in Eatonville, FL. UF Libraries has an archive “The Zora
Neale Hurston Papers,” which will contribute to the historical
framework for a book manuscript I am working on tentatively titled,
New Black Feminism and the New Negro. The Hurston museum will help
provide the social and anthropological context for the project.
 
Looking back, what was some of the best advice you were given about
navigating the academic job market?  Is there any additional advice
you can provide to our current doctoral students at the U of A who are
approaching graduation and interested in pursuing the same
professional path?

INTERVIEW WITH PAULA WHITE (PH.D. '17) 
ALUM DESCRIBES HER CURRENT RESEARCH, OFFERS JOB SEARCH

ADVICE, AND NAMES THE WRITERS SHE'D LOVE TO MEET 

The job market is competitive. It often requires you to be mobile and flexible. You have to know what/how you are willing
to compromise before accepting a position. Read the job post assuming nothing will change and ask yourself, Can I do this,
long term? Also, before relocating for a position, visit the town or city for a few days. You want a good job, but you also
have to be able to build a life.
 
To current PhD students, as you peruse the job boards, know that there is so much more to consider about a
job/appointment besides the academic rank, institution, and salary. First, decide if you are as passionate about teaching as
you are about researching. This will help you decide the types of positions and institutions that can offer you career
satisfaction and advancement. Next, be realistic rather than idealistic about your career. Your first academic (or alt-ac) job
may not be your “dream job.” Despite where you “land,” seek out ways to engage in teaching, research, and service. This
will give you a sense of relevance and purpose as well as keep your vitae updated.
  
In the last two years, you've taught a range of courses--from Women in the South, to Major African American Writers,
to Special Topics in Gender and Literature. Which course has been your favorite, and why?
 
My favorite courses have been the African American Literature Surveys (before and after 1920) and the Women in the
South course. What I like most about these courses is that they are cross-listed with African American Studies and Gender
Studies; so, this allows for an interdisciplinary approach in the classroom. With Af Am Lit, I am fully engaging in my
specialty area—late 19th and 20th century African American literature. So, I get to teach my favorite writers, from
Frederick Douglass to Octavia Butler. Women in the South meshes well with my research and interests in contemporary
women writers like Alice Walker and Dorothy Allison.
 
What has been one of the best experiences you've had, so far, teaching at the University of Mississippi and/or living in
the state of Mississippi?
 
My best teaching experience at Ole Miss thus far was developing a Directed Readings course for a doctoral student last
Fall (2018). The course, “The Black Maternal,” was inspired by my dissertation and current research. It evaluated
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representations of mother figures and mothering relationships in Black women’s fiction during several socio-politically
charged moments of the mid- nineteenth to twentieth centuries including: The Black Women’s Movement, Harlem
Renaissance, Civil Rights and Black Power Movements and Black Feminism. The Directed Reading also worked to
contextualize notions of Black womanhood within popular culture and media discourses as well as interrogate Black
women’s roles in recent and historical events like Hurricane Katrina and The Black Lives Matter movement.
 

Your research interests include African American Literature, Black Feminist Literary Studies, Black Masculinity Studies,

and Southern Literature. If you could meet any other scholar in one of these fields, who would it be, and why? If you

could visit with any author (alive or dead) whose work you teach, who would it be, and why?)
 
I would love to meet Ann duCille. She is such a pioneer in Black Feminist Literary Studies. Her book The Coupling
Convention: Sex, Text, and Tradition in Black Women’s Fiction and article “On Canons: Anxious History and the Rise of Black
Feminist Literary Studies” are some of the most important bodies of scholarship in the field.
 
Without question I would choose to visit with Zora Neale Hurston. Her fiction is timeless, unconventional, and rebellious.
No one paints black life and Southern black womanhood quite like Hurston. I enjoy teaching her novels and collection of
short stories in all of my American literature classes. If I could cheat a bit and also add a living writer, it would be Jesmyn
Ward. She is a fellow Mississippian and a former Ole Miss John and Renee Grisham Visiting Writer in Residence (2010-11). I
love to teach Ward beside William Faulkner. They capture the Southern gothic so similarly.

ALUMNI NEWS 

Alex Abrams (M.A. '15) - in late March, accepted a new position as the Communications and Marketing Specialist for UNC
Greensboro’s School of Nursing.
 

Farzana Akhter (Ph.D. '17) - in September, promoted to Associate Professor at the Department of English, East West
University, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
 

Isaiah "Bo" Desmond (M.A. '19) - this spring, hired to teach English in China.
 

Robert Ellis (M.A. '18) - recently promoted to Employer Relations Coordinator for the UA Career Development Center.
Robert was also appointed as a Provost Lecturer for the upcoming 2019-2020 school year.
 

Erin Gloster (M.A. '19) - this spring, hired for a four-month, full-time, paid technical writing internship with the
Environmental Defense Fund office in Bentonville.
 

Jonathan Green (Ph.D. '18) - in May, accepted the Writing Center Director and Assistant Professor position at Cottey
College in Nevada, MO.
 

Jackie Lawrence (M.A. '14) -  in February, promoted from Associate Business Partner to Corporate HR Business Partner at
J.B. Hunt in Lowell.
 

Lindsey Panxhi (Ph.D. '17) - recently appointed Director of the Honors program (to start June 1) at Oklahoma Baptist
University in Shawnee. Lindsey also designed and will co-lead a 4-week study abroad trip to London for 15 Honors
students; this will be the second year of Lindsey's participation in this study abroad program.
 

Shavawn Smith (M.A. '17)  - in December, promoted to Travel Administrator at the University of Arkansas.
 

Elizabeth Stainton Walker (M.A. '13)  - in November, moved to Walmart’s Digital Strategy Brand Engagement Team.
Elizabeth's new title is “Manager, Digital Strategy and Brand Engagement.”
 

Autumn Weese (M.A. '19) - spring of 2019, promoted to a full-time position with the Rogers Public Library.
 

JOB PLACEMENTS AND PROMOTIONS
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PUBLICATIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Farzana Akhter (Ph.D '17) - had the following article published - “Negotiating the Politics of Power: Tahmima Anam’s The
Good Muslim and Women’s Role in War and Nation Building.” Asiatic: IIUM Journal of English Language and Literature, vol.
12, no. 1, June 2018, pp. 93-107, http://journals.iium.edu.my/asiatic/index.php/AJELL/article/view/1211 .
 

Amy Hodges (Ph.D. '12) - gave a keynote speech this year at the International Writing Centers Association conference
titled “Learning from / in MENA Writing Centers -- Active Citizenship and Social Justice” with colleagues Amy Zenger at
the American University of Beirut and Lynne Ronesi at the American University of Sharjah.
 

Mary Leigh (Ph.D. '14) - this spring, co-organized and directed student research for the first Arts and Humanities
Capstone Symposium at the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences and the Arts in Hot Springs.
 

ALUMNI STARTING NEW GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN FALL 2019

Gracie Bain (M.A. '19)  - will be starting the Ph.D. Program in English at the University of Arkansas.
 

Dana Blair (M.A. '19) - will be starting the Ph.D. Program in English at the University of Arkansas.
 

Robert Ellis (M.A. '18) - will be starting the Ph.D. Program in English at the University of Arkansas.
 

Emily Holmes (M.A. '19) - will be starting the J.D. Program at the University of Arkansas School of Law.
 

Michel LaCrue (M.A. '18) - will be starting the Ph.D. Program in English at the University of Arkansas.
 

Noel Wheeler (M.A. '19) - will be starting the Ph.D. Program in Comparative Literature at Indiana University at
Bloomington.
 

NEWEST ALUMNI (FOLKS WHO JUST GRADUATED THIS SPRING!)

M.A. GRADUATES
Patrick Angyal 

Gracie Bain 
Dana Blair 

Andrew Blume 
Coty Darst 

Isaiah "Bo" Desmond 
Erin Gloster

Emily Holmes
Phyllis LeBert 

Autumn Weese
Noel Wheeler 

 

PH.D. GRADUATES
Nathan Haydon

 

Have alumni news to be included in the next (Fall 2019) newsletter? Interested in being interviewed for either the English
alumni profile blog (https://englishalumni.uark.edu/) or the next newsletter? Then, please send an e-mail to lxp04@uark.edu. 
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD

We will be experiencing a changing of the guard in our English graduate program at the University of Arkansas this
summer.
 
Along with Dot Stephens, who is stepping down from her position as Department Chair, both Lisa Hinrichsen and Pat
Slattery are stepping down from their administrative positions (as Director of Graduate Studies and Associate Chair,
respectively). 
 
Dot, Lisa, and Pat have done a superb job over the past years guiding and mentoring  our graduate students. If you've been
advised, directed, and/or taught by them, you know this to be true. There are many things that set apart our English
graduate program as top-notch--but, in my opinion, the support provided to our M.A. and Ph.D. students by our tenure-
track faculty members is second to none.
 
So, Dot, Lisa, and Pat, thank you, so, so, so much. 
 
Bill and Josh, welcome aboard.
 
Bill Quinn will be taking over as Department Chair this summer. He knows his stuff; we're in good hands. Josh Smith will
be stepping into two roles simultaneously: DGS and Associate Chair. Again, no worries there; he's awesome, as well. 
 
Finally, dear graduate English alumni: here's wishing all of you a fabulous summer! I know all of you deserve it!
 
And, please, stay in touch!  :-)
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