
2021-22 Scholarship Recipients

School of Journalism and Strategic Media



A.W. Blake Journalism 
Scholarship Fund 

Recipients



Kassandra Aleck

Kassandra’s goals after graduation are to 
work at a homeless nonprofit organization 
in an advocacy role, to fight for policy and 

legislation and directly uplift clients. 
She also has a long-term goal to open and 
run a bookstore cafe in Ireland. Fun fact 

about Kassandra is that some of her favorite 
things in life are the Lord of the Rings 

movies and listening to the soundtrack.



Victoria Hernandez

Victoria Hernandez is a freshman dual majoring in 
English and journalism with a concentration in News 
and Editorial. She is a member of the Razorback 
Marching Band and Tau Beta Sigma. She is also 
involved in student media working as the Assistant 
Editor of the Razorback Yearbook and as a volunteer 
writer for Hill Magazine. After graduation, Victoria 
hopes to work in print journalism as a writer or an 
editor.



Arkansas Broadcasters 
Association Scholarship 

Fund 
Recipient



Rylie Birdwell

Rylie Birdwell will be a senior at the 
University of Arkansas pursuing a B.A. 
in Broadcast and ADPR with a minor in 
Marketing. After graduation, her goal is 
to become a morning reporter in a top 
100 market. Rylie is heavily involved 
with UATV and plans to take over the 
entertainment show Razorback Reels. A 
fun fact about Rylie is that she is a 
Jazzercise Instructor.



Clifford Cooper 
Scholarship in Journalism 

Recipients 



Anahi Arguijo

After graduating, Anahi Arguijo wants to 
see the world through a new perspective. 
Traveling the world has always been her 
dream. She wants to explore her love for 
cosmetology and the arts while using her 
college experience and degree as a door 
opener. She wants to use her acquired 
skills and knowledge to help others along 
her journey. A fun fact about Anahi is that 
she speaks Spanish, English and Chinese.



Bret McCargo

Over his last five years of involvement in Journalism, Bret has 
found it to be his passion. He has enjoyed every club, course, 
and program. Bret loves engaging with high school students to 
offer advice in the field. After graduating, Bret plans to 
continue a career in Broadcast Journalism and to strive to be 
the best journalist he can be.



Ashley Perez

Ashley Perez is a sophomore at the 
University of Arkansas. She is majoring 
in journalism news/editorial. Ashley 
chose to pursue her career in journalism 
because she is given the chance to write 
what she loves, while helping to bring 
attention to important topics within the 
community. 



Lauryn Durby

Lauryn Durby is a sophomore from Fayetteville, 
Arkansas double majoring in African American 
Studies and Advertising and Public Relations. She has 
created her own RSO on campus, the Black 
Journalists Association. After graduating from the 
University of Arkansas, she plans to get her master's 
degree and work as a copywriter at an advertising 
firm.



David E. Cawood Endowed 
Journalism Scholarship 

Recipients



Joshua Pineda

Joshua Pineda is a Junior who is 
majoring in broadcast journalism. 
Joshua’s plans after graduation are to 
work in the sports industry covering 
and/or anchoring sports talk shows. He 
is currently a main anchor for UATV 
News and is also working at the 
Razorback Sports Network. One fun 
fact about Joshua is that he is the first 
person in his family to graduate high 
school.



Edsel Ford Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

Recipients



Benjamin Sawyers

Ben Sawyers is a junior Advertising and 
Public Relations major from Memphis, 
Tennessee. He transferred to the University 
of Arkansas in his sophomore year. Ben is 
heavily involved with student media 
and serves as the Sports Director for UATV 
and the Streaming Director for KXUA.



Grayson Green

Grayson graduated from the University of Arkansas 
School of Journalism and Strategic Media with her 
bachelor’s degree in Advertising and Public Relations 
after the Spring semester 2020. In the Fall 2020 
semester she began working on her master’s degree in 
Strategic Advertising and Public Relations and plans 
to graduate after the Fall 2021 semester. After 
graduation, Grayson plans to pursue a teaching career.



Mary 
Hennigan

Mary Hennigan plans to fulfill a 
summer data journalism internship 
upon her graduation. In the fall, she 
plans to continue her education with 
a master’s degree in journalism 
from the University of Arkansas. 
When Hennigan is away from her 
work, she loves to travel, watch the 
sunset and catch an episode of 
Survivor.



Sarah 'Paige' McGaughy

Paige McGauphy is a Graduate student studying 
Strategic Advertising/Public Relations, is the current 
Vice President of UARK Gaming, and the President of 
the Advertising Club. She is a hard worker with a passion 
for esports and Women in Technology. Paige aspires to 
work for a video game company, inspiring other young 
women to get involved in technology or gaming.



Elizabeth Barnes Messner 
‘38 Scholarship

Recipients



Mason Choate

Mason's career goals are to be a 
host of a daily show in sports talk 
radio as well as doing radio play-
by-play at the college or 
professional level. He also hopes to 
be heavily involved in charity and 
mission work to help others get on 
their feet. A fun fact about Mason is 
that he will be getting married to his 
fiancé, Felicity, this August.



Elizabeth Menesses

Elizabeth Menesses is studying Advertising 
and Public Relations with a minor in 
Marketing. She is passionate about helping 
others and improving the community. After 
graduation, Elizabeth aspires to start her 
career as a public relations professional at a 
non-profit organization. Elizabeth is a 
student ambassador for the university, so do 
not hesitate to say hi whenever she’s giving 
a tour on campus!



Erica Wilson

Erica Wilson is a junior English, 
Journalism and music education major 
from Denton, Texas. She enjoys reading 
mystery novels, running and playing 
clarinet in the Razorback Marching Band. 
Erica is a staff reporter for The Traveler 
and enjoys covering topics like music, 
entertainment and education. Upon 
graduation, she hopes to work for a 
newspaper, write mystery novels and 
teach clarinet lessons to beginners.



Ernie Deane Journalism 
Scholarship
Recipients



Margaret Fitzgerald

Margaret Fitzgerald is a sophomore at the U of A 
majoring in Journalism with an emphasis on 
News/Editorial. She is from St. Louis, Missouri. After 
graduation, Margaret could see herself either 
practicing media law or writing for a newspaper. She 
plans to move back to St. Louis. A fun fact about 
Margaret is she is working on speaking Spanish.



Brittney Mann

Brittaney Mann is a freshman studying 
English and Journalism. After college, she 
plans to work for a magazine that focuses 
on nature. Every summer, she and her dad 
raise vegetable and flower gardens that she 
loves to photograph.



Rachell Sanchez-
Smith

Rachell Sanchez-Smith is a freshman undergraduate 
student at the University of Arkansas. She is pursuing 
a major in journalism with a news/editorial 
concentration. She is currently working with 
ArkansasCovid and Facing South as a reporter 
focusing on working conditions for poultry workers 
in Northwest Arkansas. Following her 2024 
graduation, Sanchez-Smith plans to continue writing 
about labor, politics, and human rights issues. In her 
spare time, she loves to learn foreign languages such 
as Japanese.



Abigail Vance

Abigail is a lifelong resident of Arkansas 
with a passion for politics, traveling, and 
super-hero movies. She is majoring in 
Journalism and Psychology. Following 
graduation Abigail plans to attend graduate 
school and someday work in politics 
through advocacy or a career in journalism.



George A. Gearhart 
Scholarship Fund 

Recipients



Susan Haenisch

Susan Sari Haenisch is excited about her next 
adventure. She will be starting her career in Kansas 
City. Susan has enjoyed her time at the University of 
Arkansas. She has been involved in Kappa Kappa 
Gamma, Advertising Club, KLIFE, and an intern for 
the Children’s Safety Center. A fun memory she has 
of the past four years in college was being a summer 
nanny in the Hamptons.



Avian King

Avian King is a senior formerly from the small town 
of Lake Village, Arkansas, graduating from Lakeside 
High School in 2018. The specification of journalism 
which Avian is pursuing is Advertising/ Public 
Relations and she wants to work in the field of public 
relations after graduating. It is Avian’s plan to work 
for a PR firm as a Social Media Strategist. A fun fact 
about Avian is she is a musician-
singer/rapper/songwriter.



Kye Kocher

Kye Emma Kocher is a Sophomore here at the 
University of Arkansas planning to major in 
Broadcast Journalism. Kye is originally from 
Harrisburg, Arkansas where she graduated from high 
school as a junior. Kye’s future plans are to work as a 
news anchor or reporter, and her dream job is to be a 
host on Good Morning America. Kye serves as the 
Alumni Correspondent for her sorority, and as a 
reporter and volunteer for UATV News.



Isabella Wisinger

Isabella Wisinger is a Journalism major in the 
Advertising and Public Relations sequence. 
She projected to graduate in Spring 2022. Her goals 
after graduation are to work in several different 
Journalism-related fields from editorial publishing to 
PR agentry, as well as grow her freelance copywriting 
repertoire. Isabella may pursue graduate education in 
English and/or Psychology. She aims to publish 
creative work as well.



James Jones Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

Recipient



Rachell Sanchez-
Smith

Rachell Sanchez-Smith is a freshman undergraduate 
student at the University of Arkansas. She is pursuing 
a major in journalism with a news/editorial 
concentration. She is currently working with 
ArkansasCovid and Facing South to report mainly 
over working conditions for poultry workers in 
Northwest Arkansas. Following her 2024 graduation, 
Sanchez-Smith plans to continue writing about labor, 
politics, and human rights issues. In her spare time, 
she loves to learn foreign languages such as Japanese.



Jim Morriss Scholarship
Recipient



Erica Wilson

Erica Wilson is a junior 
English/Journalism and music education 
major from Denton, Texas. She enjoys 
reading mystery novels, running and 
playing clarinet in the Razorback 
Marching Band. Erica is a staff reporter 
for The Traveler and likes to write about 
topics such as music, entertainment and 
education. Upon graduation, she hopes to 
work for a newspaper, write mystery 
novels for young adults and teach clarinet 
lessons to beginners.



John B. “Tony” Dyke 
Scholarship in Sports 

Journalism
Recipients



Joshua Pineda

Joshua Pineda is a Junior who is 
majoring in broadcast journalism. 
Joshua’s plans after graduation are to 
be working in the sports industry 
covering and/or anchoring sports talk 
shows. He is currently a main anchor 
for UATV News and is also working 
at the Razorback Sports Network. 
One fun fact about Joshua is that he 
is the first person in his family to 
graduate high school.



Robert Stewart

Robert is a sophomore from Alexandria, Virginia, and he 
currently serves as the sports editor of The Arkansas 
Traveler. He is a third-generation student at the University 
of Arkansas, and he hopes to one day cover a professional 
baseball beat for a major newspaper. When he isn’t 
watching or covering sports, he enjoys playing music with 
friends.



Andrew Watzke

Drew is a junior from Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, 
majoring in Advertising/Public Relations. He 
currently works in Arkansas’s Athletic 
Department as an intern and has helped the 
communications team with six different 
Razorback sports teams. He also hosts a sports 
talk radio show at the UofA’s student station, 
KXUA, alongside co-host Heath Anderson. After 
graduating, Drew hopes to work in the sports 
communications field, aspiring to become a PR 
manager for a professional sports team.



John Rosso Endowed 
Scholarship Fund 

Recipients



Megan Cross

Megan will graduate in 2022 with a degree in 
advertising & public relations as well as a degree in 
marketing with a minor in behavioral economics. She 
has loved being involved in PRSSA and Advertising 
Club, and she currently works as a Junior Account 
Executive at Modthink Marketing. After graduation, 
she plans to pursue a career in advertising & public 
relations for small businesses that prioritize diversity 
and sustainability.



Breana Hicks

With a passion for talking that continues to 
grow, it comes as no surprise that Breana 
Hicks plans to major in Journalism. 
Additionally, by minoring in Business, 
Breana plans to become an entrepreneurial 
magazine company owner. Thanks to the 
University of Arkansas, she feels that she is 
well on her way to get a master’s degree 
and a jump start on her business adventure. 
Also, in her spare time, she enjoys making 
art projects.



Bailey White

Bailey White is a junior Journalism major with an 
emphasis in advertising and public relations. After 
Bailey obtains her undergraduate degree, she plans on 
pursuing a law degree in either the advertisement law 
or intellectual property law field. Outside of her 
academics, Bailey can be found photographing her 
friends, listening to Tame Impala or exploring 
Northwest Arkansas with her wiener dog, Bennie.



Helen Woodham

Helen Woodham is a rising senior at the 
University of Arkansas pursuing a B.S.B.A. 
in Marketing and B.A. in Journalism 
Advertising & Public Relations. Follow 
graduation, she plans to pursue her MBA and 
JD through a joint program. Outside of her 
studies, Ms. Woodham is involved in her 
sorority, Pi Beta Phi and is also the Walton 
Honors Program. This summer Helen is 
working with Walmart headquarters in the 
Merchandising Operations department.



Joseph A. Thalheimer
Memorial Scholarship Fund

Recipients



Carsyn Cann

Carsyn is a junior Broadcast Journalism 
major from Bentonville, Arkansas. She 
is currently a Producer for UATV, and a 
Digital Media Intern for Arkansas 
Razorback Athletics. After graduation, 
Carsyn hopes to work as a producer for 
a Broadcasting network. In her free 
time, Carsyn likes to watch Razorbacks 
sports and enjoys any time she can 
spend outdoors.



Sabrina Godfroid

Sabrina Godfroid is a junior honors student 
pursuing a career as a high school history 

teacher. Her majors include Advertising and 
Public Relations and History. Her minors 

include Religious Studies and Global 
Studies. Sabrina works as a children’s 

ministry volunteer coordinator for her church 
in Fayetteville and enjoys biking on the 

greenway. Over quarantine in 2020, Sabrina 
learned to play the guitar.



Rebecca Robinson

Rebecca Robinson is graduating in 
December 2021 with a degree in Public 
Relations and a minor in Marketing. She 
is currently working virtually at a 
marketing firm in Dallas, Texas and has 
secured a full-time position after 
graduation. At her job, she works in 
Social Media Management and would 
like to continue that in the future.

A fun fact about Rebecca is that she has a 
twin brother who attends the University 
of North Texas.



Benjamin Sawyers

Ben Sawyers is a junior Advertising & 
Public relations major from Memphis, 
Tennessee. He transferred to the University 
of Arkansas in his sophomore 
year. Ben serves as the Sports Director for 
UATV and the Streaming Director for 
KXUA.



Miranda Stith

Miranda Stith is a junior majoring in 
news/editorial journalism and social work. In 
her time at the University of Arkansas, she 
has worked with the School of Law as a 
communications intern and The Arkansas 
Traveler as a news editor and reporter. After 
graduating, Miranda hopes to work in a 
communications role at an environmental 
non-profit. Fun fact about Miranda is that 
she interviewed and wrote a story about the 
family who takes care of the Razorback 
mascot Tusk.



Journalism Department Award 
and Scholarship Fund KUAF 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 

Recipients



Edgar Canales

Edgar Canales is a sophomore political science and 
journalism student from Rogers, Arkansas. As a first 
generation student, he’s found many new perspectives 
and opportunities at the University of Arkansas. 
Although his plans are not yet set in stone, he sees 
himself attending law school after graduation in order 
to give back and better serve his community. Edgar 
plays alto saxophone and performs at sporting events 
with the Razorback Marching Band and Hogwild 
Band. 



KUAF Endowed 
Scholarship Fund Recipient



Heath Anderson

Heath Anderson is a junior journalism student 
and currently serves as the station manager for 
KXUA. After college, he plans to work in radio. 
Heath has also started to practice woodworking.



Lela Pearl Sailor Endowed 
Scholarship in Journalism 

Recipients



Adama Barnett

Adama Barnett is a sophomore Advertising and 
Public Relations major. Adama is also the secretary of 
the ad club and the treasurer of Black journalist 
association. After Adama graduates, she plans on 
furthering her education so she can one day teach at a 
college level. 



Breanna De Leeuw

Breanna De Leeuw is a rising senior at the 
university pursuing B.A.s in Journalism 
News & Editorial and Communication with 
minors in German and history. Following 
graduation, she plans to enter the book 
publishing industry as a copy editor. 
Outside her work with various university 
organizations, Ms. De Leeuw is a research 
intern with the American Institute for 
Contemporary German Studies and a 
substitute teacher for a local school district.



Andrew 
Hayott

Drew Hyatt is a freshman at the 
University of Arkansas. He studies 
broadcast journalism. After 
graduating from college, his goal is 
to pursue a career with a top tier 
sports network, such as ESPN. A 
fun fact to know about Drew is he 
loves to learn the history of sports.



Katelynn Tyner

After graduation, Katelynn plans on attending law 
school and becoming an attorney. Majoring in English 
and Advertising-Public Relations, Katelynn enjoys 
writing as a staff reporter for Hill Magazine. This 
summer, Katelynn will be a team leader at a 
discipleship training program called Kaleo. She 
values sharing her faith on campus and spending time 
with family and friends. 



Lemke Alumni Society 
Scholarship
Recipient



Edgar Canales

Edgar Canales is a sophomore political science and 
journalism student from Rogers, Arkansas. As a first 
generation student, he’s found many new perspectives 
and opportunities at the University of Arkansas. 
Although his plans are not yet set in stone, he sees 
himself attending law school after graduation in order 
to give back and better serve his community. Edgar 
plays alto saxophone and performs at sporting events 
with the Razorback Marching Band and Hogwild 
Band. 



Lemke Journalism Project 
Scholarship
Recipient



Edgar Canales

Edgar Canales is a sophomore political science and 
journalism student from Rogers, Arkansas. As a first 
generation student, he’s found many new perspectives 
and opportunities at the University of Arkansas. 
Although his plans are not yet set in stone, he sees 
himself attending law school after graduation in order 
to give back and better serve his community. Edgar 
plays alto saxophone and performs at sporting events 
with the Razorback Marching Band and Hogwild 
Band. 



Memphis Gridiron Larry 
Williams Endowed 
Scholarship Fund 

Recipient



Meosha Manuel

Meosha plans to pursue a career as a News Anchor 
and Novelist after earning her Bachelor's degree 
Broadcast Journalism.



Northwest Arkansas 
Advertising Federation 

Scholarship
Recipient



Adama Barnett

Adama Barnett is a sophomore Advertising and 
Public Relations major. Adama is also the secretary of 
ad club and the treasurer of Black journalist 
association. After Adama graduates, she plans on 
furthering her education so she can one day teach at a 
college level. 



OMNI Bill Moyners
Investigative Reporting and 

Editors Travel Fund 
Recipients



Mary 
Hennigan

Immediately following her 2021 
graduation, Mary Hennigan 

plans to fulfill a summer data 
journalism internship. In the fall, 

she plans to continue her 
education with a master’s degree 

in journalism from the 
University of Arkansas. When 

Hennigan is away from her 
work, she loves to travel, watch 
the sunset and catch an episode 

of Survivor.



Rachell Sanchez-
Smith

Rachell Sanchez-Smith is a freshman 
undergraduate student at the University of 
Arkansas. She is pursuing a major in journalism 
with a news/editorial concentration. She is 
currently working with ArkansasCovid and 
Facing South to report mainly over working 
conditions for poultry workers in Northwest 
Arkansas. Following her 2024 graduation, 
Sanchez-Smith plans to continue writing about 
labor, politics, and human rights issues. In her 
spare time, she loves to learn foreign languages 
such as Japanese.



Richard R. Koch Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Recipients



Skyler Hammons

Skyler Hammons is originally from 
Wilburton, Oklahoma. She is studying to 
obtain her bachelor’s degree in journalism 
at the University of Arkansas. After she 
graduates, she plans to pursue a career in 
print and digital journalism. She plans on 
becoming a freelancer before she settles 
down as a staff writer at a news outlet. An 
interesting fact about Skyler is that she has 
played rhythm guitar for six years.



Snipes Endowed 
Journalism Scholarship 

Recipients



Nathaneal Davis

Nathanael Davis is a 
sophomore from Little Rock, 
Arkansas. After graduating, he 
wants to make documentaries 
that focus on American politics, 
and how they affect small 
communities. Nathanael works 
for the Arkansas Traveler as the 
Photo Editor. When he was 4 
years old his photo was taken 
for an article in the Arkansas 
Democrat Gazette. 



Kaleigh Koc

Kaleigh Koc is a junior from Prairie Village, KS 
majoring in Journalism - Advertising and Public 
Relations and minoring in English. She worked as a 
Junior Content Specialist at Modthink Marketing 
Agency this past year and served as an advertising 
club officer for the past two years. She is interning 
at VMLY&R in Kansas City this summer and will 
spend her senior year serving as the 2021-2022 
Student Body Secretary.



Society of Professional 
Journalists Northwest 

Arkansas Chapter Endowed 
Award 

Recipient



Rachell Sanchez-
Smith

Rachell Sanchez-Smith is a freshman 
undergraduate student at the University of 
Arkansas. She is pursuing a major in journalism 
with a news/editorial concentration. She is 
currently working with ArkansasCovid and 
Facing South to report mainly over working 
conditions for poultry workers in Northwest 
Arkansas. Following her 2024 graduation, 
Sanchez-Smith plans to continue writing about 
labor, politics, and human rights issues. In her 
spare time, she loves to learn foreign languages 
such as Japanese.



Sue Walk Burnett 
Journalism Scholarship 

Fund
Recipients



Elyse Cano

Elyse Cano is currently a sophomore 
majoring in Journalism and Political 
Science. This summer, she will be studying 
abroad in Rome, Italy, where she will also 
obtain her minor in Global Studies. After 
graduating from the University of Arkansas, 
she plans to attend graduate school. During 
her free time, Elyse enjoys spending time 
with her friends and family, while also 
writing, crafting and baking.



Grace 
Carmack

Grace Carmack is a freshman double 
majoring in journalism with a 
news/editorial concentration and 
international and global studies with a 
peace, security, and human rights 
concentration. She plans to attend law 
school after graduating college and 
hopes to work for a humanitarian 
nonprofit in the future. A fun fact 
about Grace is she is studying abroad 
this Summer in Czech Republic.



Beau 
Russell

Beau Russell is from Los Angeles, 
California. Initially, Beau studied 
International Relations at American 
University in Washington, D.C. and 
served as an intern in the House of 
Representatives. In 2020 he 
transferred to the University of 
Arkansas. His journalistic goal is to 
pursue stories involving systemically 
suppressed voices in our society. Fun 
fact: Beau attended 5th grade in New 
Zealand and is still able to perform 
the Maori Haka.



Elena Thompson

Elena Thompson is a freshman Broadcast 
Journalism student planning on getting a 
job in the field of journalism after 
graduating. A fun fact about her is that she 
has five siblings all ranging in age from 36 
to 1 year old. 



Katelynn Tyner

After graduation, Katelynn plans on attending law 
school and becoming an attorney. Majoring in English 
and Advertising-Public Relations, Katelynn enjoys 
writing as a staff reporter for Hill Magazine. This 
summer, Katelynn will be a team leader at a 
discipleship training program called Kaleo. She 
values sharing her faith on campus and spending time 
with family and friends. 



Television Broadcasters of 
Arkansas Scholarship

Recipient



Maddie Dunn

After graduation, Maddie intends get 
her Masters in broadcast journalism. 
She then plans to pursue a career in 
broadcast as a reporter. A fun fact 
about her is that she has been 
canoeing in the Swiss Alps.



Trish Brown Joyner 
Endowed Journalism 

Scholarship
Recipient



Katelyn Balser

Kate Balser is a sophomore Journalism Broadcasting 
student. Her plans for the future are to travel and work in 
sports broadcasting gaining knowledge in the industry and 
the world. Kate also plans to work as a news reporter in the 
future and work her way to the top. Broadcasting is her 
passion, and she is excited to work her way up to my 
highest potential.



W.J. Lemke Scholarship 
Award Fund

Recipient



Benjamin 
Biggers

Benjamin Franklin Bigger IV is a driven, 
passionate, and hard-working advertising 
student. He is currently a junior at the 
University of Arkansas and studies advertising 
and public relations. During his sophomore 
year, Bigger launched his own online fashion 
retailer titled "BRAINWASHED" and currently 
is the founder and advertising director. After 
graduation, Bigger wants to continue growing 
and scaling his online fashion store along with 
landing a job in the advertising/marketing 
field.



Benjamin Hobbs

Ben Hobbs is a freshman Journalism student focusing in 
Advertising and Public Relations from Overland Park, 
Kansas. He has a passion for music, graphic design and 
journalism and would love to be able to bring those all 
together after he graduates. A fun fact about Ben is that he 
has been playing guitar for seven years and loves to play 
lead electric for his church.



Halle Robert

Halle Roberts is a northwest Arkansas 
native and she attended Har-Ber 
highschool. While there, she was the 
Editor-in-chief over The Har-Ber Herald 
newspaper. During her senior year she 
helped her team fight a censorship that 
was placed on the newspaper. Roberts 
played one season of college volleyball 
her freshman year, but soon returned to 
the University of Arkansas to pursue a 
career in sports journalism.



Joshua Teeter-Jones

Josh Teeter is a broadcast journalism student who has plans 
of being a sports broadcaster after college. He currently 
works for a social media company with a network of 
700,000 followers.



Wanda A. Belzung
Scholarship Fund

Recipient



Kassandra Aleck

Kassandra’s goals after graduation are to work at a 
homeless nonprofit organization in an advocacy role, to 
fight for policy and legislation and directly uplift clients. It 
is also a long-term goal to open and run a bookstore cafe 
in Ireland. Fun fact: some of her favorite things in life are 
the Lord of the Rings movies and listening to the 
soundtrack.



Alexis Campbell

Alexis Campbell is a graduating senior from 
Kansas City, Missouri. Next year, Alexis will 
be attending the University of Arkansas 
Graduate School to continue her studies in 
advertising. A fun fact about Alexis is that 
she has interned for local NWA start-up 
called EasyBins for almost a year now.



Kaleigh Koc

Kaleigh Koc is a junior from Prairie Village, KS 
majoring in Journalism - Advertising and Public 
Relations and minoring in English. She worked as a 
Junior Content Specialist at Modthink Marketing 
Agency this past year and served as an advertising 
club officer for the past two years. She is interning 
at VMLY&R in Kansas City this summer and will 
spend her senior year serving as the 2021-2022 
Student Body Secretary.



Elizabeth Menesses

Elizabeth Menesses is studying Advertising 
and Public Relations with a minor in 
Marketing. She is passionate about helping 
others and improving the community. After 
graduation, Elizabeth aspires to start her 
career as a public relations professional at a 
non-profit organization. Elizabeth is a 
student ambassador for the university, so do 
not hesitate to say hi whenever she’s giving 
a tour on campus!



Richard F. Cooper 
Endowed Journalism 

Scholarship
Recipients



Andrew Watzke

Drew is a junior from Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, 
majoring in Advertising/Public Relations. He currently 
works in Arkansas’s Athletic Department as an intern and 
has helped the communications team with six different 
Razorback sports teams. He also hosts a sports talk radio 
show at the UofA’s student station, KXUA, alongside co-
host Heath Anderson. After graduating, Drew hopes to 
work in the sports communications field, aspiring to 
become a PR manager for a professional sports team.



2021-22 Scholarship Recipients

School of Journalism and Strategic Media


